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 Inflation in India continues on a worrying uptrend with the consumer price index-based reading 

accelerating to an eight-month high of 6.07% last month, while wholesale prices logged a double-digit increase for 

the eleventh straight month. February’s headline WPI inflation spurted to 13.11%. Retail inflation remained stuck 

above the RBI’s upper tolerance threshold of 6% for the second month, as food price inflation quickened to 5.85%. 

Households in the hinterland bore a bigger brunt of the burden as price gains measured by the consumer food 

price index for rural areas surged by 69 basis points from January’s level, to 5.87%. Price gains in the key protein 

source of meat and fish jumped by almost 200 basis points from the preceding month to 7.45%, while nutrient-rich 

vegetables also logged inflation of 6.13% in February, belying the central bank’s prognostication last month of an 

“expected easing of vegetable prices on fresh winter crop arrivals”. And even though inflation in oils and fats eased 

by more than 220 basis points to 16.44%, there is little room for cheer, given that one can expect a spike again this 

month in the wake of the abrupt disruption in the supply of edible oils from war-torn Ukraine, which is the largest 

source of sunflower oil imported into India. With price gains in clothing and footwear, fuel and light and transport 

and communication all running well above 8% levels, the overall trend in retail inflation is now clearly broad-based 

across consumption categories and disconcertingly way above tolerance levels. 

Also, with the pump prices of fuels yet to reflect the recent upsurge in international oil prices in the wake 

of Russia’s invasion of its southwestern neighbour, transport and communication inflation is certain to climb 

sharply once state-run refiners reset prices to reflect crude costs. The price of India’s crude basket had already 

risen by over $20 a barrel since December to $94.07 last month and with global crude prices currently in uncharted 

territory on account of the war, and the rupee having weakened by about 2.5% against the dollar since the start of 

the conflict, it is hard to see any near-term relief on the fuel price front. A glance at last month’s producer prices of 

the energy basket shows inflation in the fuel and power category of the wholesale price index was at 31.5%. And in 

a sign that manufacturers are no longer able to keep absorbing cost pressures, inflation in manufactured products 

accelerated to 9.84% presaging more pain for consumers. RBI Deputy Governor Michael D. Patra had last week 

cited the headroom available for the Government to cut taxes on fuels as a source of comfort on the inflation 

front. With the RBI’s latest consumer confidence survey showing most households reporting further increases in 

overall spending on essentials and remaining far from sanguine on the prices outlook, policymakers need to act 

expeditiously to tame inflation or risk it undermining the very growth they are currently focused on supporting. 

 

 Inflationary/price pressures (noun) – the demand 

and supply-side pressures that can cause a rise in 

the general price level; cost-push inflation, hot-

economy, deficit finance. 

 tame (verb) – control, curb, mitigate, moderate. 

 risk (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, bring about, 

call forth, give rise to;  

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, sabotage, 

damage. 

 uptrend (noun) – an upward tendency. 

 consumer price index (CPI) (noun) – a monthly 

measurement of prices for most household goods 

and services. 

 reading (noun) – figure, number, measurement, 

indication. 

 accelerate (verb) – increase, rise, escalate. 

 Wholesale or Wholesale price Index (WPI) 

inflation (noun) – The change in the price index of 

the basket of wholesale goods (and no services) 

over a period of time is referred to as WPI-based 

inflation or wholesale inflation. 

 log (verb) – register, record; achieve. 

 headline (adjective) – relating to a rate of inflation 

based on the consumer price index (CPI). 

 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) (noun) – The WPI 

looks at a basket of wholesale goods (goods 

purchased in large quantities by businesses directly 

from manufacturers with the intent of reselling 

them to retailers). the WPI tracks prices at the 

factory gate before the retail level. 

 headline inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the 

total inflation within an economy, including 

commodities such as food and energy prices.  

 core inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total 

inflation within an economy, excluding 

commodities such as food and energy prices (which 

change frequently). 

 spurt (verb) – increase of activity. 

 Retail or Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation 

(noun) – The change in the price index of the basket 

of consumer goods and services over a period of 

time is referred to as CPI-based inflation or retail 

inflation. 

 stuck (adjective) – fixed. 

 tolerance (noun) – deviation, fluctuation, variation. 

 threshold (noun) – it is an amount, level, or limit of 

something. Once the threshold is reached, 
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something else happens or changes; lower limit, 

starting point, point of entry. 

 brunt (noun) – full force, impact, shock, burden, 

pressure, strain. 

 burden (noun) – problem, worry, affliction, 

difficulty, misfortune. 

 bear the brunt (phrase) – to suffer or endure the 

worst part of something (force/burden/pressure) 

when a very bad or unpleasant thing happens. 

 price gain (noun) – a general increase in the price 

of something. 

 surge (verb) – increase suddenly, rise, grow. 

 basis point (BPS) (noun) – a unit of measure used in 

finance to describe the percentage change in the 

value or rate of a financial instrument. One basis 

point is equivalent to 0.01% (1/100th of a percent). 

Used for measuring change in interest rate/yield. 

 jump (verb) – rise, go up. 

 preceding (adjective) – previous, prior, earlier. 

 nutrient-rich (adjective) – (of nutrients) abounding 

in, well provided with, well supplied with. 

 belying present participle of belie (verb) – 

misrepresent, falsify, distort. 

 central bank (noun) – The banking regulator of a 

county’s banking system. (e.g. The Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) is the central bank of India). 

 prognostication (noun) – prediction, forecast, 

projection. 

 easing (noun) – reduction, moderation, lessening, 

decrease. 

 crop (noun) – a plant that is grown in large 

quantities. 

 ease (verb) – decrease, reduce, lower, moderate. 

 room (noun) – scope, leeway, latitude; opportunity, 

chance. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 edible oil (noun) – cooking oil; fat of plant, animal 

or microbial origin, which is liquid at room 

temperature and is suitable for food use. 

 war-torn (adjective) – (of a place) devastated, 

ruined, wrecked (by war). 

 run (verb) – operate, function, work, go. 

 broad-based (adjective) – wide-ranging, 

comprehensive, general. 

 disconcertingly (adverb) – unsettlingly, disturbingly, 

worryingly. 

 way (adverb) – extremely, very, really. 

 pump price (noun) – the retail selling price of 

petrol/diesel (to the public). 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, demonstrate, 

exhibit. 

 upsurge (noun) – sudden increase, rise, growth, 

inflation. 

 invasion (noun) – occupation, conquering, capture, 

seizure, annexation, annexing, takeover. 

 neighbour (noun) – a country that is next to 

another country; (bordering) country. 

 certain (adjective) – sure, very likely, bound, 

inevitable. 

 climb (verb) – increase, rise, go up. 

 state-run (adjective) – (state) government-owned. 

 reset (verb) – re-establish. 

 basket (noun) – a group of something (taxes, 

investments, commodities, etc.). 

 uncharted (adjective) – unexplored, unknown, 

unfamiliar, strange. 

 territory (noun) – area of concern, area of interest, 

area of knowledge. 

 uncharted territory/zone (phrase) – unknown area. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, due 

to, as a result of. 

 weaken (verb) – lessen, decrease, dwindle, 

diminish. 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, battle, 

fighting. 

 front (noun) – a particular situation; a particular 

sphere of activity. 

 glance (noun) – brief look, glimpse, sight. 

 energy basket (noun) – it is usually comprised of 

several commodities. Coal, natural gas, biomass 

and uranium are responsible for most nations’ 
electricity generation while petroleum and its 

products dominate the transportation sector. 

 accelerate (verb) – speed up, quicken, step up. 

 presage (verb) – augur, portend, indicate. 

 cite (verb) – invoke, refer to, adduce, resort to. 

 headroom (noun) – scope, clearance, extent. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all; nowhere near, a 

long way from. 

 sanguine (adjective) – optimistic, hopeful, 

confident, positive, cheerful (particularly in a 

difficult situation). 

 outlook (noun) – prospects, expectations, hopes, 

likely improvement, lookout, future. 

 expeditiously (adverb) – quickly and efficiently. 
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The Karnataka High Court verdict upholding the ban on the wearing of head scarves by students in 

educational institutions is wrong on many levels. The manner in which it framed the questions arising from the 

controversy over Muslim girl students wearing the hijab undermines constitutional principles. The court failed to 

examine whether the wearing of the hijab, in addition to the prescribed uniform, but without any variation in 

colour, was a ground to refuse entry into a school or college. The Bench examined verses from the Koran to 

disagree with the students’ claim that wearing the hijab was an essential practice in Islam and that, therefore, it 

was entitled to constitutional protection as part of religious freedom under Article 25. But is that the real issue? 

The court rejected the argument in favour of ‘reasonable accommodation’, by which a pluralist society may allow 

the classroom to reflect social diversity without undermining the sense of equality among students. Apparel norms 

may be needed in “qualified public spaces” such as schools. But there is no reason to not accommodate the choice 

of an additional piece of clothing that does not interfere with the prescribed uniform. 

In rejecting the argument based on ‘freedom of conscience’, the court cited the absence of elaboration in 

the pleadings. The judgment’s emphasis on the uniform as an inviolable symbol of equality and homogeneity 

seems to have overwhelmed any contention in favour of any sort of accommodation. Another question to raise is 

whether it was at all necessary to invoke the ‘essential practice’ test in this case. If something is egregiously 

religious, it is more likely to be kept out of the campus, if uniformity and eliminating any ‘sense of separateness’ 
are the hallowed goals. The matter could have been disposed of without entering the theological domain. The 

‘essential religious practice’ test itself is a pointless exercise, as the Supreme Court has established a nearly 

unattainable standard to determine it. Something is an essential practice only if its absence or removal has the 

effect of destroying the religion itself. Save for a few fundamentals, no religious practice will actually survive such 

scrutiny. It would be far better if a claim for Article 25 protection is tested against constitutional values such as 

equality, dignity and privacy, subject, of course, to health and public order. In any case, the ‘essentiality’ test 

should be jettisoned forever if only because it theoretically allows some defining theological concepts to override 

all else. What is abhorrent to constitutional principles will remain so irrespective of what is considered essential to 

a religion. Freedom of religion is important because freedoms are important, and not because religions are 

important. 

 

 essentially (adverb) – fundamentally, primarily, 

principally. 

 flawed (adjective) – inaccurate, incorrect, 

erroneous, imprecise, fallacious, wrong, defective. 

 hijab (noun) – a head covering, generally a veil or a 

scarf, worn in public by some Muslim women. 

 recognise (verb) – acknowledge, accept, admit 

something (existence, validity, or legality). 

 reasonable (adjective) – well founded, sustainable, 

sensible, effective. 

 accommodation (noun) – adjustment, adaptation, 

attunement; arrangement, understanding, 

compromise. 

 reasonable accommodation (noun) – it is a 

necessary and appropriate modification or 

adjustment made in a system to accommodate or 

make fair the same system for an individual based 

on a proven need (it can be related to religious, 

physical, mental or emotional, academic, or 

employment and are often mandated by law). 

 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 

 level (noun) – (moral) standard. 

 frame (verb) – formulate, draw up, put together, 

arrange, form, create. 

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, sabotage, 

damage. 

 constitutional (adjective) – relating to the 

constitution (system of laws/rules) of a country; 

legal, lawful, legitimate. 

 in_addition (phrase) – additionally, as well, besides. 

 prescribed (adjective) – ordered, pronounced, 

required, stipulated. 

 ground (noun) – reason, factor, basis. 

 refuse (verb) – avoid, ignore, reject, rebuff. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 

 verse (noun) – poem, piece of poetry, lyric, 

composition. 

 claim (noun) – assertion, declaration, profession, 

affirmation, avowal, contention, submission. 

 entitle (verb) – allow, permit, authorize, sanction, 

qualify, make eligible. 

 Articles 25 of the Constitution of India (noun) – 

Article 25 guarantees the freedom of conscience, 

the freedom to profess, practice and propagate 

religion to all citizens. 

 pluralist (adjective) – relating to a system of society 

in which people exist in harmony irrespective of 

various differences. 
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 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate. 

 social diversity (noun) – a feature of a society 

which is determined by caste, class, religion, 

occupational pattern in a given territory. 

 diversity (noun) – existence/presence of different 

people (from a variety of backgrounds and 

perspectives ranging from race to age to gender to 

hometown to educational experience) within 

group; variety, variance, difference. 

 equality (noun) – equal rights, equal opportunities, 

non-discrimination. 

 apparel (noun) – clothes, clothing, garments, dress, 

attire. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rule, 

regulation. 

 qualified (adjective) – limited, conditional, 

restricted, bounded, contingent, circumscribed. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, 

accustom, come to terms with, come to accept. 

 interfere (verb) – impede, obstruct, hinder, 

hamper. 

 freedom of conscience (noun) – freedom of 

thought/ideas; freedom of worship, religious 

freedom. 

 absence of (noun) – lack of, unavailability, non-

existence. 

 elaboration (noun) – the act of adding more 

information to existing information. 

 pleading (noun) – plea, appeal, request, petition. 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; 

priority, insistence. 

 inviolable (adjective) – absolute, unchallengeable, 

unassailable. 

 homogeneity (noun) – uniformity, similarity, 

likeliness, comparability. 

 overwhelm (verb) – overpower, override, prevail 

over, suppress. 

 contention (noun) – opinion, stand, position, view; 

argument, claim, submission; assertion, affirmation, 

announcement, statement. 

 sort (noun) – type, kind. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce, resort to. 

 essential (religious) practice test (noun) – In the 

first place, what constitutes the essential part of a 

religion is primarily to be ascertained with 

reference to the doctrines of that religion itself. 

However, this attempt to differentiate what 

distinguishes a religious matter from other matters 

was taken up in judgments to mean that courts are 

required to distil the essence of a religion to see 

whether a particular practice or act fell under the 

category of religion or not. Hence, some acts 

obtained constitutional protection by being 

declared “essential” to the practice of that religion 

and some were denied protection on the ground 

that they were not essential to it. 

 egregiously (adverb) – shockingly, horribly, 

awfully/very badly. 

 likely (adjective) – sure, very certain, bound, 

inevitable. 

 keep out (phrasal verb) – exclude, deny access to, 

reject. 

 separateness (noun) – isolation, seclusion, 

aloneness; distinctiveness, individuality, 

particularity. 

 hallowed (adjective) – revered, reverenced, 

inviolable, venerated, honoured, sacred, divine. 

 dispose (verb) – discard, get rid of, do away with. 

 theological (adjective) – religious, scriptural, 

doctrinal. 

 domain (noun) – area, sphere, realm, territory. 

 unattainable (adjective) – unreachable, 

unachievable, impossible. 

 survive (verb) – withstand, live through, outlive, 

outlast. 

 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 

 dignity (noun) – self-esteem, self-respect, morale. 

 subject (noun) – topic, issue, question, concern. 

 of course (phrase) – certainly, definitely, absolutely; 

obviously, clearly. 

 public order (noun) – it means the situation that 

exists when people obey the laws, rules or 

authority of the State. 

 in any case (phrase) – moreover. 

 essentiality (noun) – importance, significance, 

substance. 

 jettison (verb) – remove, drop, discard, abandon, 

throw out/away, get rid of. 

 theoretically (adverb) – in theory, on paper, 

supposedly. 

 defining (adjective) – decisive, determining, 

deciding. 

 override (verb) – disallow, overrule,  set aside, 

quash, overturn, overthrow; disregard, pay no heed 

to, ignore. 

 abhorrent (adjective) – offensive, horrible, 

contemptible. 

 irrespective of (adjective) – notwithstanding, 

without regard for, regardless of. 
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